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REPORT. 


IiVow Citizens: In submitting my | 


report in accordance with the law 
in such cases made and_ provided, 
allow me to express my thanks 
for the unsought honor conferred 
upon me by the board of selectmen, 
a majority of whom Iam happy to 
number among my political oppon- 
euts. As an expression of confidence 
in my ability, and an evidence that 
there are men, who can upon occa- 


No change has been made in any 
of the books used in the schools; 
not but what an exchange might 
havein some instances been ventured 
upon with beneficial results, but for 
the reason that an attempt was being 
made to secure a uniformity of text 
books throughout the State; and 
acting under the advice of the Supt. 
of Pub. Inst. I declined aeceding to 
the request so often preferred, viz: 


text books used in the same school 


sion, rise above party, [esteem thei: |to make a change in Geographies; 
action highly. Entering upon the | however desirable the success of the 
duties of my office, the first obstacle} effort might, be Isee no prospect of 
that presented itself was the multi-jits speedy attainment, and in view of 
plicity of text books and the conse |this fact I hope that my successor 
quent inability of reducing the num- | will lose no time in doing what I, for 
ber of classes to a limit consistent} prudential reasons have left undone. 
with the welfare of the schools. It| I found however, another obstacle 
requires no argument to prove thatito suecess, and one which towers 
the fewer the number of classes, the | above any and all others to an alarm- 
more time ean be given to each, and|ing height. Need Tsay that I allude 
that the advancement of the scholar|to the apathy which approaches cul- 
will be in propotion to the time oc | pable indifference and criminal neg- 
cupied in class recitations and in/lect on the part of Prudential Com- 
individual instruction. It has been|mittees and parents with regard to 
my aim to the different} the welfare of the schools entrusted 
to their charge, and supported by 
their taxation? You will hardly 
credit the statement,that an examin- 
ation of the school registers for the 
past year,fails to find a single record 


reduce 


to as small a number as was consist- 
ent with a Gue regard to economy of 
time on the part of teacher and pupil, 
and an expenditure of money-by the 
parents. 


of a visit placed to the credit of a 
Prudential Committee of any district 
in the town of Rumney. It is some 
relief to be able to report better 
things of the parents, although their 
visits were mainly confined to exam: 
ination and closing exercises, In 
some instances the only faces that 
gladdened tne sight of the teacher 
during the long and tedious hours of 
confinement in the school room for 
the entire term, were those of a few 
sympathizing young friends from her 
own vicinity. Surrounded by four 
blank and dreary walls, with nothing 
but a cheerful looking blackboard 
by way of adornment, she plodde:l on 
from § till 12, from 12 till 4, from 
Monday morn, till Friday night, 
week after week, looking with eager 
eyes for some cheering presence, and 
listening with carnest longing for 
some word of encouragement from 
those who had entrusted to her care, 
the interest of immortals for whose 
existence they are alone responsible, 
and for whose future they are to be 
called to account. But she looks and 
listens in vain. She sees the farmer 
toiling up the hill side to pay his week- 
ly visit tothe cattle or sheep he turn- 
ed away lu spring time. Will he not 
upon hfs return find time to look in 
and see how fare those other lambs 
whom he has committed to the guard- 
ian care of a strange shepherd, and 
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take their pledge? Shesees the mer- 
chant at his desk or counter, the 
mechanic in his workshop, both toil- 
ing for the meat that perisheth, but 
giving nothought to the little ones 
immured in the school house dun- 
geon, or the teacher striving all alone 
to do the work in which she needs 
and should have the prayers and 
Prana GE kind words ard encourage- 
ing smiles of tho-e for whom her 
best energies are given. “Here am I, 
and the children Th ou hast given me” 
were the words of one of old time: 
“Heream I,” let the children take 
sare of themselves is the unspoken 
language of too many of the pa- 
rents of the present time as indicated 
by their actions. Is it too to 
ask that you make it manifest to your 


much 


teachers that you are interested in 
| what is going on inthe school room? 
That you are not content with the 


simple knowledge that your children 


go out from their homes in the morn- 


ing and returnto then in the even- 


ing, under the supposition that they 
‘have been at school? See to it then, 
ithat you give encouragement to: both 
teacher and pupil. To the teacher, 
by manifest interest in her efforts for 
ithe well being and well doing of the 
pupils, to the pupil by providing at- 
tractive school rooms and pleasant 
surroundings in place of the gloomy 
and desolate looking prisons called 


4 
by courtesy school houses, which are 
a standing disgrace to the district, 
and to both, by your endeavors to 
promote their mutual interest. 

Itaffords me much gratification to 
be able to report a state of progress 
more than comimenstrate with the 
means employedand the appliances 
furnished. Notasingle instance of 
insubordination on the part of the 
scholar, or of inefficiency on the 
part of the teacher, has called for 
the intervention of your committee. 
In all the schools a good degree of 
proficiency has been attained, and 
in some a marked advancement has 

ealled for unqualified commendation. 
I have embodied in tabular form, 
the result of the years doings, but a 
more particular of the 
schools and their teachers may be in- 
teresting. 

Dist. No. 1. Only one term of 7 
weeks taught by Miss Augusta Blod- 
gett, 7 enrolled. The 


mention 


scholars 


teacher in learning how to teach was 


not wholly lost. The success which 
crowned her effortsin this school 
ststained her reputation as a first 
class teacher. The winter term of 
13 weeks taught by J. L. Davis Esq. 


was a murked suceess. Mr. Davis 


brought to nis work ripe experience, 


t iorough scholarship,and indefaiiga- 
bleenergy,and though not always on 


time, it is but justice to say that his 


scholars came to time nobly at their 
examination. 
Distr. No. 3. Summer term of 8 and 
fall termof 12 weeks, taught by Miss 
M. KE. Tilton. As an illustration of 
my remarks about indifference, poor 
school houses, ete., this district fur- 
nishes an excellent example. Miss 


Tilton is well qualified, both by na- 


‘ture and education for her position, 


and the only wonder how she 
mustered sufficient courage to sur- 
mount all the diffleulties which she 
encountered. If we cannot strew 


chool what there was of it appear-| the pathway of our teachers with 


el well, and the teacher 
duty: but 1tseems a poor economy to| 
incur an expense of over $3,00 per 
scholar for 7 weeks schooling. This 


did her} roses, is it necessary to beset it with 


thorns? A few dollars expended 
lagen the school house, a few applica- 
|tions of water and scrubbing brush 


district should be umited either with | might render the school house inhab- 
No 2 or with the adjoining Ply-|itable; but in its present condition, it 
m uth Dist. or divided between thelis an insult to invite a teacher to 
two. enter its doors, and culpabie remis- 

Dist, No.2. The summer term 11/ness to allow scholars to endanger 
weeks, Miss KE. 8. Wyatt, gave evi-|health and life within its walls in the 
dence that the time spent by the! winter season. 


= 
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Dist. No.4. Summer term of 8iour best teachers in years past, and 
weeks taught by Miss N. M. Tucker, | the standard is higher than can be 


a teacher of much experience and 
eminently qualified for a more en- 
larged sphere of duty. The school 
made good prugress but the term 
was too short for any teacher to do 
justice to herself or her scholars. I 
would here say, and say it emphati- 
eally, that short terms of school, 
unless followel at brief intervals by 
other terms taught by the same per- 
Let Pra- 
dential Committees secure in every 


sons, are nearly valueless. 


inst ince, if they can, the services o' 
a competent teacher for the entire 
year. The fall term of 7 weeks, 
taught by Mrs. A. C. Foss, woulc 
have been more satisfactory had thi 
“old folks” had less to say, and th. 
teacher a happier faculty for securing 
the confidence and interest of the 
pupils. It was rot wholly the teacli- 
er’s fault that this school was not al} 
that cou!d be desired. 

Dist. No. 5. Summer term of 1: 
weeks was conducted to a satisfactors 
conclusion by Miss 8. C. Simpson. 
The winter term of the same lengt} 
by Mr. C. O. Foss, made good ad- 
vance in some branches; in others ‘t 
was not so. perceptible. A _ teachir 
of no experience will always find th t 
there is much to learn that is not 
contained in books. This distric 
has enjoyed the services of some of 


reached by any but.a first-class teach- 
er of long training. There are some 
scholars here who ought to have the 
benefit of advantages superior to 
those ordinarily received in a district 
school. 

Distr. No. 6. Grammar school; 
Ist term of 8 weeks taught by Miss 
L. I. Blodgett. This of course is the 
school, and it has been made so by a 
succession of teachers of whom Miss 
slodgett was not by any means the 
least worthy. The fall verm of 7 and 
the wititer term of 11 weeks were un- 
ler the supervision ot Miss Wyatt, 
vho sustained Iv rself ereditably, and 
was in no way inferior to ary of her 
predecessors. Isee no reason to di- 
ninish any thing from what I re- 
narked in commenting upon 
school in District No. 2. 

Dist. No. 6. Primary school; the 
-ame length in wecks as the grammar 
chool. Miss C. F. Elliott taught 
-he entire schocl year to the accept- 
ince of parents and scholars, complet- 
ng her 16th term of servicein this 
listrict, a record of which she may 
vell feel proud. Not eontent with 
“esting upon her past reputation, 
‘Liss Elliott seems to exert herself to 
nake each term an improvment upon 
she preesding and thus consciertious- 
ly fulfils what is to her a labor of 


her 


love. The citizens of District No. 6 
vwe a debt of gratitude to this teach- 


er which they can never repay. 


First two terms of 


Dist, No. 7. 


8 and 5 weeks respectively’ were 


taught by Miss Ardelle W. Chase, 
who labored with successful results, 
and her school gave a good account 
of itself at its examination. The 
Register shows that tne parents in 


this district have a personal interest. 


in the school, at least the mothers 
have. I can not say as much for the 
fathers, or for the PrudentialCommit- 
tee, although it is possible they may 
havea way of their own of showing 
it. The winter term of 16 weeks was 
taught by Miss Hattie M. Swain. 
Miss Swain has an excellent reputa- 
tion asa teacher, and her order and 
management, so faras Iwas able to 
judge from my first and only visit, 
were of the very best. Unfortunately 


‘the sickness of a large number of the 


scholars necessitated an early closing 


a 
o 


of the tefm and precluded an exam- 


ination. 

‘Disr. No, 8. Asummer terni 
7 and a fall term of 8 weeks were 
taught by Miss Arabella Prescott,and 
her efforts were worthy of the high- 
est praise. With small material upon 
which to build, by exquisite skill, 
exemplary patience and untiring in- 
dustry, she contrived to erect a mon- 
ament which will not soon be lost 
sight of. 


of 
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Dist. No.9. This was tanght by 
Miss Ella M, French. <A fall term 
of 7 weeks is all the educational ad- 
vantage afforded to the 7 scholars 
who make up this school. The little 
that could be done in so short a space 
and with so small anumber of pupils 
was well done by Miss French. It 
was her first school but we hope it 
will not be her last. 

Dist. No. 11. This school has but 
a small amountcf money distributed 
to it but by judicious management 
the Committee was enabled to give 
the scholars a fall term of 13 weeks. 
[ visited the school the first week. 
it was well under way and gave good 
oromisc. Lwasunable to visit it at 
its close but the Prudential Commit- 
tee informed me that the resuls of 
the labors of the teacher, Miss E. M. 
oster, was satisfactory. 

Before severing my official connec- 
tion with your schools, I wish to call 
particular attention to one abuse, the 
prevalence of which is not only a 
gross injustice done the teacher, but 
un ipsurmountable obstacle in the 
way of arriving at a correct estimate 
of the progress of a school. Iallude 
to the disreputable custom of schol- 
ars absenting themselves from the 
examination. This: was notoriously 
the case with some of the larger schol- 
ars in the Grammar School at the 
close of the 3d term and was the source 


7 
of much mortification to the teachev. | for her labor and pains. 
and displeasure to the Committee! I fear that your patience must by 
and visitors, some of whom expressed | this time be exhausted, but the im- 
their views of the conduct of the ab-| portance of the subject must be my 
sentees in terms more forcible than apology, if indeed any be needed for 
elegant. It is cowardly ina scholar| consuming so much of your time. 
who has received the best attention’ With these remarks and the brief 
of hi«teacher to reward her efforts synopsis of the schools and their 
in his behalf by deserting his post at/ teachers, IT resp ettully submit my 
what is to her the crisis of her strug- Veport. 
_ gle, leaving her with nothin to show |" $8, D, BAKER, S. S. Co amittee. 
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